








Geoff Robson
Staff Worker

About twenty years ago, | attended
a large Christian conference
overseas with a group of young
adults. As we left, | had the sense
that many of us had been deeply
affected by the weekend’s Bible
teaching. So | was surprised when
| asked my friend how he'd found
the talks and he gave this tepid
response: “They were okay. He
taught me things about God, but
he didn't really tell me what to do”

| can't remember how | responded
in the moment, but his comment
stuck with me. So many of us were

helped by those talks, but he -
entering with the expectation of
immediate “application” - left dis-
appointed. What had happened?

And what does this have to do
with an annual review of TSCF's
ministry at Canterbury?

Over the years, as I've learned more
about the nature of gospel minis-
try, I've come to believe that many
Christians, when asked to measure
the “success” of a ministry, fall into
a version of the trap that ensnared
my friend: we judge the success or
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failure of a ministry by its immediate, measura-
ble, observable impact. It might be a talk or a
Bible study, a one-off event like a conference, or
an annual assessment of a church or other min-
istry. We ask questions like: How many people
came? Whose lives were changed? How were
they changed? When were they changed?

Don't get me wrong: those are good and right
questions to ask — up to a point. But what if we
put a different kind of question in first place:
Were people given a biblical, Christ-centred
picture of God? Does this picture of God have
the power to change people’s lives not only for
tomorrow, but also for whatever comes their
way 10 years from now, 20 years from now, or 50
years from now?

All'this is to say that summarising the ministry of
Christian Union is no easy prospect.

The bread and butter of our ministry has been
the same for many years: lots of one-to-one
Bible reading; Wednesday night “Life Groups”
where students cram into a staff member’s
home for a meal and Bible study; weekly prayer
meetings; evangelistic groups like “Christianity
Explored” and larger events to reach the wider
campus; an array of conferences and weekends
away; small groups, training events, or reading
groups on campus. This says nothing of the
informal ministry that we love to see students
exercising among one another and among
non-Christian friends.

The year was tragically marked by the March 15
terrorist attack, an event that had a deep impact
on the city and on many individuals, forcing stu-
dents to ask hard questions and throwing many
early plans into chaos.

We ended the year with the appointment of the
largest student executive in many years — nine
students with diverse gifts and passions, keen
to see the gospel grow and bear fruit in one
another’s lives — not to mention other student
leaders who have stepped up to teach the Bible,
organise events, and serve one another. We're
especially thankful for the wonderful ministry of
Renee Posthuma, our 2019 mintern.

In all that we do, our prayer is that God will use
TSCF to change students — not for the next
month or year, but for life.“[Jesus] is the one we
proclaim, admonishing and teaching everyone
with all wisdom, so that we may present every-
one fully mature in Christ” (Colossians 1:28)

This is not the work of a one-to-one, a Bible
study, a conference, a semester, or a year; it's
the work of a lifetime. We hope to have faith-
fully played our part in serving the students that
God brought across our path in 2019. And we
ask you to pray with us that the Christ-centred
picture of God that we sought to put before
them will remain in their hearts and minds and
see them transformed for life, to the glory and
praise of God. 4
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LINCOLN

Kate McClelland
Team Leader

“May the God of hope fill you with
all joy and peace as you trust in
him, so that you may overflow with
hope by the power of the Holy
Spirit” This verse, Romans 15:13,
was printed on TSCF wristbands
for students across New Zealand
last year. As | reflect upon it, I am
filled with great joy at all God has
done in 2019, and with great hope
in all he will do in the future. The
following stories hold a mixture of
delight, challenge and sorrow, yet
each is filled with the hope of the
gospel.

The annual Lincoln CF camp is
a highlight of our calendar. Held
early in the year, it brings together
students from different year levels
to have fun, build friendships and
learn from God's Word. A third of
the group who joined us for the
weekend were not Christians, and
through our topic of True Witness
heard stories of Jesus and opened
the Bible for the first time. Joanna,*
a student from China, was one
of these students hearing about
Jesus for the first time. She came
away from camp excited to know
more and has since become a

Christian, continuing to read the
Bible with another Lincoln student
and grow in her knowledge and
love of Jesus.

On March 15, early in the univer-
sity year, a terrible attack occurred
at two mosques in Christchurch.
Sadly, 51 people were killed,
including four Lincoln University
students and a lecturer. In the
midst of such extreme tragedy
God was at work in many small
acts of kindness in the days that fol-
lowed. Students gathered to pray
together, cups of tea and conver-
sations were shared and Christian
students offered to gather out-
side the Musalla (Muslim meeting
room) on campus every Friday
during midday prayers as a sign of
support for a grieving community.
Our God of hope is at work.

Under God's good hand the post-
graduate group has flourished
during the year. One of TSCF's aims
is Deep Thought, encouraging stu-
dents to engage deeply in both life
and God's Word. A fruit of this has
been the Alpha course led by asso-
ciate staff worker Ani Kartikasari

*Name has been changed for privacy.

and postdoctoral researcher Jennifer Bufford.
It's been encouraging to see this group grow in
their faith and relationship with Jesus.

TSCF has had a long and growing relationship
with our sister movement in Fiji, Pacific Students
for Christ (PSFC). At the end of the university
year, six students, including Lincolnites, along
with staff worker Chris Hay and mintern Michael
Bresler went to Suva, Fiji for a TSCF Global Reach
Journey to continue this partnership. The team
from campuses across New Zealand came away
encouraged by the partnership in the gospel
with our brothers and sisters in Fiji, and the
shared vision of building the kingdom of God.

For all God has done and continues to do, we
give him praise! Thank you for your partnership
in together reaching students with the gospel
of Christ across Aotearoa, including at Lincoln
University.

We're grateful to God for the progress and
development of The Well. In September 2018,
TSCF purchased a section of land directly
opposite Lincoln University, seeking to have a
purpose-built dwelling for student mission for
the long haul. The Well is named after the story
in John 4 of an unnamed woman's encounter
with Jesus by a well (and because the site is on
Springs Road!). Our hope is for it to be a resi-
dential missional community encouraging such
encounters with Jesus, Undivided Life amongst
students, and opportunities for True Witness
through hospitality, evangelism and building
community. We're excited to see this venture
continue, and ultimately be life-changing for
generations to come. Planning and fundraising
is ongoing. Thank you to all who have donated

to make this project possible. 4

See page 26 for more information on The Well
Project.

annual review 2019




Simon Sim

Team Leader

One of the interesting things
about change is how it creates
space for the new. The changes
we have seen in Otago over the
last year have brought both new
opportunities and new challenges
for student ministry on campus.

We saw significant changes to
the shape of our staff team. We
welcomed Michael Bresler to the
Otago team as a ministry intern.
Michael has been part of TSCF as a
student, a leader, and a student rep
on the Board. With his heart for the
gospel and cross-cultural mission,
Michael has been a blessing to the
work in Dunedin.

We said farewell to James and Jen
Allaway in July. For the last eight
years, the Allaways have been
instrumental in growing the work
of TSCF in Dunedin. They have
helped to change many of the
students for life through their work
and ministry, particularly through
their pioneering of subject-based
groups and intentional commu-
nity. As | take over as team leader
in Dunedin, | am thankful for the
Allaways'leadership and legacy.

In terms of evangelism and True
Witness, a new initiative this year
was the production of the Mark
Drama in Dunedin. Over the
course of three days, we shared
the story of Jesus' life, death and
resurrection with almost 200 peo-
ple, and extended the invitation to
each person to read Mark's gospel
and consider the story of Jesus for
themselves. The Mark Drama also
had an impact on those in the cast.
One of the students said of her
experience:"The whole experience
really emphasised how important
it is to share, experience, and live
the gospel with other people..
Seeing the life and death of Jesus
play out in a drama reminded me
again how extraordinary he is, and
why | believe in him in the first
place’

We also work with several sub-
ject-based student groups, with
most of them from the healthcare
disciplines (medicine, dentistry,
pharmacy, nursing & physiother-
apy). In March, students from
all these groups gathered for a
24-hour retreat, exploring what it
means to be a Christian student

Residents of The Quarters

“called to care,"and how faith changes their per-
spective on work. “Probably the most valuable
thing | came away with was the comprehension
that it is totally possible to be a Christian in the
medical world!! And that I'm not the only one”
- Sally (nursing student)

It has also been a year of changing students
through discipleship in intentional commu-
nity. “The Quarters” continued, with 27 students
and staff living together across four houses,
seeking to live out our faith in gospel-centred
community and mission, and guided by shared
commitments to hospitality, shared meals and
spiritual practices. We are thankful for the stu-
dents we get to share life with, and being able
to walk with them on their journeys of faith.

We ended the year with a weekend retreat — a
time of fellowship, celebration and reflection
for what God has been doing. We spent time

sharing our stories and listening to one another
- the good, the bad, and the difficult. It was a
reminder of how God uses community, the
sharing of life together, in all its good and bad,
to transform us.

Another change is on the horizon for Dunedin’s
intentional community. In 2020, we will be mov-
ing to a new location, closer to the university
campus. The community is called the "Harbour
Light Base"We are excited to see how this move
will bring new opportunities for mission, hospi-
tality and gospel witness.

As we look to the new year, there will be more
changes to come in student ministry; these
will bring new opportunities and challenges.
Despite the changing nature of student minis-
try, we can be confident in the unchanging mis-
sion of God and his constant presence with us. 4
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GLOBAL
REACH

The gospel for the nations is the heartbeat of
God’s great love for the world, and his mission to
see people of all nations in his kingdom. In the
past year | have been privileged to provide lead-
ership in this area of Global Reach, and to see staff
and students be challenged by exploring oppor-
tunities to serve God among the nations.

For Summit 2019 Bishop Steve Maina, our key-
note speaker, taught from Acts on key principles
of mission from stories of the early church. We
held a missions café night and missions expo to
expose students to local and overseas opportu-
nities, and to help them consider how God could
use their skills, passions and story of faith around
the world. We interspersed the expo with prayer
for South Pacific IFES countries and those where
we have staff serving — Ecuador (Ruth Hicks) and
[taly (Zach Smith).

During Summit week, a delegation of TSCF staff
and students attended the IFES World Assembly.
This was a fantastic opportunity to gain a greater
sense of the worldwide movement, and for stu-
dents to grow in their commitment to God's heart
for the nations.

At a regional level, students in Otago and Waikato
gathered to learn about cross-cultural communi-
cation as a tool to build relationships with their
international peers. Global Reach was also inte-
grated as a theme for prayer and Bible discussion

GLOBAL REACH
Kim Shaw | Global Reach Coordinator

in small groups around the country.

Developing greater partnership with  New
Zealand mission agencies has been a key part
of my role. It has been a privilege to korero with
organisational leaders about the challenge of
mobilising younger generations towards life-long
commitment to mission. There is great scope for
these partnerships to grow a committed group of
young Kiwis, passionate about Global Reach.

Twelve students joined our Global Reach Journeys
to Fiji and Nepal, where they spent time with IFES
staff and students and engaged with Christians
who were actively serving God and making a
difference in their communities. The journeys
focused on exposure to God's work and under-
standing ways to pray for the local students and
wider community, and seeing ways our students
could potentially serve overseas in the future. This
was a significant learning experience and the stu-
dents returned with a greater sense of commit-
ment to living with gospel-driven priorities.

We celebrate being part of a worldwide fellow-
ship, but it is a challenge to help our students feel
part of this when their world revolves around their
own campus. We hope that as our students con-
nect with those of other IFES groups

around the world, they can be the

bridge and catalyst for increased

prayer and global connection. 4

We live in a rapidly changing world. A review of
just the last year shows that times are changing.
However, through all of this we have a hope
we can be assured of: God is good, Christ will
return, and in him our future is certain. These
truths we find in scripture are especially rich and
vital for us today.

Speaking of change, | took on a new role with
TSCF in July 2019 as Minty Team Leader, over-
seeing the TSCF Ministry Internship Year. | am
a firm believer in the TSCF internship, having
been a graduate of the programme myself. The
vision for Minty is based on Psalm 92:12-15:
to encourage interns to flourish, to seek God's
kingdom first and to produce fruit for him, not
just for a year, but for a lifetime, as the verse says,
“Still bearing fruit into old age!” And not just in
vocational ministry, but in all fields — journalism,
politics, farming, accounting, car sales. Our hope
is that there would be Minty graduates spread
throughout New Zealand, and even around the
globe, who are gripped with the gospel and the
conviction of seeking and serving the Lord for a
lifetime, no matter where or what that looks like.

When | started the new role it was the middle of
the year for our three interns Renee, David and
Michael. It was a real privilege to be involved in
their lives, to see them grow, be challenged, be
pruned. A particular encouragement came in
the final retreat we had at Lake Ohau. Each of

MINTY
Chris Hay | Minty Team Leader

the interns was given an opportunity to reflect
on and share about their internship year: What
had they learnt, what were they challenged by,
what was great, what was hard? Having been
involved with them for the year and seeing their
highs and lows, it was encouraging hearing
their reflections. It particularly encouraged me
that for each of these interns one of the main
lessons learned was that God is faithful and we
can trust him. I pray that this journey of building
trust and faith in God will continue for them.

In 2020 we have no interns. This provides an
opportunity to thoroughly review the intern-
ship and all its components - to go back to
the vision of the TSCF Ministry Internship Year,
to consider whether we are succeeding in our
vision and how can we improve.

Itis a real joy to be involved in student ministry,
and even more so to be part of Minty. We do
not know what tomorrow will bring, but Lord
willing | look forward to more students coming
through the Minty program, being gripped with
the glory of God, treasuring the work of Christ
and being released out into the world to seek
and serve his kingdom. 4
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FINANCE

In last year’s Annual Review | asked for prayer
that we would “continue to boldly proclaim
Jesus in this ever-changing environment.” At
that time, | had no idea of the context | would
be writing to you from one year later. And yet, as
I reflect on the financial position of TSCF in 2019
| give thanks to God for his continued gracious
provision. The 2019 year brought a number of
changes for TSCF, with a new national director
in Ben Carswell, five new team leaders around
the regions, and the launch of our Global Reach
Journeys. We also had the opportunity to send
four staff and four students to the IFES quad-
rennial World Assembly in South Africa. These
events were a great encouragement, but they
also brought additional financial challenges
above our core focus of seeing students in New
Zealand reached for Christ. It is a huge credit to
you, our partners, that we have been able to
achieve these things over the past year, and we
thank you for responding to the call to glorify
God in this way.

We were also pleased to make further progress
towards the building of The Well, our vision for
a residential community for Christian students
in Lincoln. The land was purchased in 2018, and
now we are in the exciting phase of having an
architect engaged and finalising designs before
we begin the search for a building company.
The Selwyn District Council has approved the
first phase of the resource consent, and Ngai

FINANCIAL UPDATE
Caitlin Ormiston | Chief Operating Officer

Tahu, the developer, has provisionally approved
plans. The next phase is to develop the plans
and put them out to tender with builders so
that the TSCF Board can make an informed deci-
sion about proceeding. We hope to make this
even more of a focus in 2020-2021, as we look
to secure funding to bring the building to frui-
tion and see our vision realised: having a space
for students to live as an intentional witnessing
community for many years to come. If youd like
to be involved in the next decades of student
mission in Lincoln, to know more or to make a
donation, our Project Lead Tim Hodge would
love to hear from you (tim@tscf.org.nz).

| sincerely thank the Board, Finance Committee,
and administrative teams for their hard work in
ensuring we have sound practices, and con-
tinue to invest in the long-term sustainability of
TSCF, under God's good hand. In particular, this
support and attention to detail has resulted in
another satisfactory audit, full details of which
can be found on our website: www.tscf.org.nz/
about-tscf/finances.

Although this is not reflected in the 2019 finan-
cial accounts, we must recognise the impact
of the current global pandemic, which will no
doubt have significant repercussions for many
of our partners in the gospel. We recognise that
some of our supporters may be affected for
months and years to come. We also recognise

rce Team (admin, fina
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that through this pandemic more people are
wrestling with matters of life and faith, and so
our mission is as relevant today as it was in the
months before COVID-19. | want to express my
thanks on behalf of TSCF for your faithful part-
nership, and ask that you might prayerfully con-
sider how God may be calling you to invest in
the future sustainability of TSCF.

We cannot begin to express how thankful we
are at TSCF for each one of you in your faithful
support and partnership in reaching the cam-
puses of Aotearoa for Christ. Please continue to
pray with us as we seek to share the gospel
and proclaim Jesus, often in

new and creative ways. 4

For over 84 years, God has faithfully provided to
enable student mission on the campuses of NZ.
While much of the finance given assists TSCF
staff on the ground, there are always ongo-
ing costs associated with resourcing student
ministry. Though often behind the scenes, our
National Resource Team are an essential part
of student mission. We are seeking to grow our
financial resources to enable this team to sup-
port the wider ministry. Would you consider
financially partnering with us in this?

If you are interested in making a one-off or
regular donation, follow these steps:

1) Go to tscf.org.nz/give;

2) Select "CS—CORE — Core Fund (General).
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INCOME & EXPENDITURE TSCF STAFF
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Auckland Waikato/BOP Wellington Lincoln Minty Comms Manager

INCOME & EXPENDITURE 2019

The Well Project is our planned accommo-
: dation for a student residential community in :
Expenditure S Lincoln. We are hoping it will be completed by
(Land deposit & maintenance) ' the end of 2021. Please contact Tim Hodge for :

more information (tim@tscf.org.nz). :
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N

Mike Doragh Vicky Chang Nicole Kwon Maggie Barker Rachel Hay

Systems & Projects fl Administrator Financial Assistant PA to National Director il Graphic Designer
TSCF
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Find out more about our staff and their OVERSEAS STAFF
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A
(‘tSCf regions on our website. Zach smith (italy)

tscf.org.nz

You can request a copy of our full accounts from John Riley, Finance Officer, at johnr@tscforg.nz.
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students for Christ, changing students for life.
nga akonga hei ara whakawhiti mo te Karaiti.
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