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Refuelling the tank 

My car is 15 years old. I understand that this will on oc-
casion involve paying for repairs. TSCF is 80 years old, 
and one of this year’s challenges has been paying to 

fix a few long term issues. We refreshed our website, moved to 
a new finance system and are implementing a new database. 
These essential upgrades will provide stronger foundations for 
the future and have involved additional expense, which is within 
budget. However funds are low through reduced income.

My car has a display that tells me its remaining range. As I write 
this, our budget report shows we are running close to the wire. 
Our regular support is growing but we have had fewer one-off 
gifts and the strength of the Kiwi dollar has cut the value of sup-
port from Australia and the UK. We are hugely grateful for all our 
partners but we need to refill the tank for this next stage in our 
journey.

This financial challenge comes in the context of much fruitful 
ministry. We have given away more than 3,000 gospels of Luke 
to interested students and groups, and many are reading it with 
friends. We are in the happy position of needing to reprint this to 
meet demand in the year ahead. We are seeing students come 
to faith and we are growing a new generation of leaders.

It is not surprising that the opportunity and the challenge loom 
large at the same time. So our question is: Can you help us with 
the cost of the upgrades and restoration which are improving 
the performance of our vehicle and help refuel us for the journey 
ahead? This is why we are asking for one-off donations to the Vi-
sion Fund, celebrating our 80th anniversary, and for regular giving 
to increase to fuel the work going forward.

In our 80th year we are vibrant, not so much “vintage” as 
“classic”! I hope you will prayerfully consider your response using 
the enclosed card or visiting the “giving” page on our website.

Many thanks.

Nigel Pollock  
National Director
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This year’s theme is thankfulness to God for 
the people, resources and vision that he has 
provided for TSCF over the past 80 years – 

and, more than anything else, for his transforming 
work in the lives of generations of students. 

About 140 people, representing graduates from 
every decade since the 1940s, braved a stormy 
night in Auckland on 3 August to reunite and 

celebrate. Students emceed the evening and 
interviewed Judge Andrew Becroft. Judge Becroft, 
a former EU president who has served as Principal 
Youth Court Judge, is the current Children’s 
Commissioner and TSCF’s board chairperson. 
His parents were in attendance, as were several 
former National Directors (or General Secretaries, 
as the role was once called). 

Coming anniversary celebrations include Dunedin 
(14 September), Hamilton (12 October) and Palm-
erston North (29 October). 
Details will be shared 
on Facebook and 
the website, or you 
can ring the Wel-
lington office.

From left, former TSCF directors Chris Grantham, Andrew 
Saunders (currently a Vice President), and Wilf Malcolm, and 
Auckland Team Leader Robyn Drake cut the anniversary 
cake. At right, Judge Andrew Becroft shares his experience 
of leadership from student life to the workplace.

Celebrating 80
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Jenny Huang
I was born in Sheffield, UK, where my parents had 
moved from Taiwan. We left when I was six, then I 
lived in Auckland until I moved to Palmerston North 
last year to study a Bachelor of Veterinary Science 
at Massey University, a five-year course. I joined 
Auckland OCF as a pre-vet, and then PNOCF after 
I moved to Palmy for the professional phase of my 
course. I was blessed to be able to be a part the 
worship team and emcee a few times for the fel-
lowship. I was a crew member in The Sanctum at 
Festival One this year, which connected me more 
with TSCF students from across NZ. 

God has placed a passion for his people in me, 
especially students, and a joy in seeing them grow 
as the body of Christ. As a rep, I look forward to 
connecting with TSCF students and staff, and 
with my wider community. I’m excited to see what 
God has in store for campus fellowships, and to 
hear the testimonies of the Spirit working in and 
amongst them. 

I would never have had the courage to step into 
this position on my own. To me, this demonstrates 

God’s grace and power. It is not by my own 
strength, but by his, that I am able to serve. 

Michael Bresler
I was born in South Africa and moved to New 
Zealand in 2009. I am studying a Bachelor of 
Commerce in Food and Resource Economics at 
Lincoln University. I heard that the Christian Fellow-
ship was quite active on campus so I went along 
one week and felt right at home. The CF has been 
absolutely amazing. It has provided many Christian 
friends with whom I am able to study and go on 
adventures, and it constantly pushes and grows 
me in my faith. During a time such as university, 
one can so easily get distracted. 

Before attending SPARC 2016, Jemima Snook 
approached me about replacing her as the student 
representative for the South Island. I had no idea 
what this meant but was keen to take on a new 
challenge, to grow in both my faith and practi-
cal skills that will help me in the future. I am really 
looking forward to making connections with other 
student groups, learning about the events they run 
and how these are bringing students to Christ. 

Three students sit on 
TSCF’s board, representing 
students around the country. 
Their perspective as young 
adults, Christian leaders, 
and members of diverse 
communities is a great asset. 
During SPARC, students voted 
in their new representatives. 
Brydon Sundgren will serve 
for another year, and the 
newcomers introduce 
themselves here:

2016-2017 student representatives

From left, Brydon Sundgren, Jenny Huang and Michael Bresler.
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AUCKLAND
In July, groups at the University of Auckland’s 
central and Grafton campuses hosted public talks 
by Andrew Sach, a minister from the UK who 
has a PhD in neuroscience. The topic was “Does 
science disprove God?” He laid out the ways biol-
ogy points to a creator, and closed each session 
by inviting students to engage with evidence of 
another kind – the historic account of Jesus’ life in 
the gospel of Luke.

OCF 
Our annual camp 
came together 
really well, the 
weather held 
up and 106 at-
tendees spent 
an extended 
weekend 
reflecting on 
and learning 
about their purpose 
in Christ. We were also 
fortunate to partner with EU 
for the annual Random Acts of Kindness Week. 

– Brydon Sundgren

EU
During Random Acts of Kindness Week we 
gave out 364 chocolates, more than 300 Milos, 
50 cookies, 60 coffees and 360 toasties. The 
Facebook event was seen by a whopping 17,000 
people and the reaction from students and staff 
has been great.

CNS Auckland
In April, we held our first combined event, “Dinner 
with a Nurse,” with all three student year levels. 
Nurse practitioner Sandy Oster kindly shared her 

story on faith and nursing. 

Second and third years continue to meet as often 
as possible, studying the Bible and looking at 
ways to deepen our faith and apply it to nursing. 

– Aimee Lowe

OTAGO

Dentistry Christian Group 
We’ve welcomed new students from Malaysia who 

are joining the third year class for the rest 
of the degree. It’s been fantastic to have 

several come along to our Bible stud-
ies. We are also running Bible studies 
this semester on two of TSCF’s four 
aims, “global reach” and “true wit-
ness,” thinking through how we can 
live those out as dental students.

With other TSCF health groups, 
we’ve started weekly prayer meet-

ings for those on campus who don’t yet 
know Jesus. Please pray that this would 

encourage and challenge us to reach out to our 
non-Christian friends and peers.

– Annie van Wichen

WAIKATO
Hamilton CF
In March, we began studying Ecclesiastes. The 
Thursday lunchtime group has attracted some 
new faces, so we thank God for that and for the 
girls’ ministry flat, which has been a place of great 
bonding and hospitality. 

Our Easter Progressive Dinner attracted many 
non-members. In April, we shared Rongopai 
alongside International Students Ministry, another 
campus ministry. Praise God that the response 

OCF camp
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was positive. 

In May, we hosted a debate in partnership with 
Student Life and Thinking Matters entitled “Morality 
does not need God.” Around 200 people turned 
up, and we have developed a closer relation-
ship with people from both Thinking Matters and 
Student Life. 

– Cally Moh

WELLINGTON
Da Hye and Young Jin joined the office team for 
the first semester. They were on an exchange pro-
gramme from the Korean InterVarsity Fellowship to 
give them exposure to cross-cultural ministry.

Wellington CF
It has been great to see new people deeply en-
gaged and participating in meetings and studies. 
During the first trimester we held a Passover meal 
and the annual prayer day with PNOCF. Trimester 
two started off well with a Mexican night for the 
welcome event. It’s encouraging to see interna-
tional students getting involved and finding great 
opportunities to disciple new Christians. We are 
about to host a panel discussion about Christianity 
in the academic context of university, in order to 
involve the wider Christian community at Victoria 
University.

– Lachlan Whisker

I love to look at “before and after” pictures. Prior 
to Li Lian and Andrew Lim’s arrival in Hamilton 
five years ago, I remember sitting with a couple of 
discouraged students, encouraging them to stay 
involved as they contemplated the realities of being 
part of a small group.

Fast forward five years, and I was back with Li 
Lian in her final week on TSCF staff, talking about 
the many students with whom she has interacted. 
Both the University of Waikato and Wintec groups 
are in a stronger state and there is a real sense of 
opportunities ahead. 

Li Lian and Andrew have demonstrated a gener-
ous hospitality towards students in Hamilton and, 
in a previous era, in Wellington. They have shown 
pastoral care and concern for students, especially 
those from overseas, and a desire to understand 
and interact with Maori culture locally. 

Andrew became Pastor of the Lighthouse Christian 

Fellowship in Hamilton this year, and Li Lian is 
looking for employment in education. Their daugh-
ter Monica continues at high school. We are thank-
ful for the life they infused into TSCF Waikato.

– Ben Carswell, National Outreach Coordinator

Andrew, Li Lian and Monica Lim in 2013.

Lims finish time with Waikato groups

canvascampusnews
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All the world’s a stage, 
And all the men and women merely players; 
They have their exits and their entrances, 
And one man in his time plays many parts.

Shakespeare’s cynical poem from As You 
Like It suggests that in this world we are but 
actors for a time, playing many roles but 

ultimately not directing our own drama nor writing 
our own script. The young are brave, the old are 
senile, and we each line up to play our part, follow 
our cue, then exit when our time is done. 

We know this is partly true. It often feels like we are 
dancing to a tune we cannot hear, and occupying 
a role not of our making. But how do we know to 
do this? Who cast us in this organic drama? What 
forces act within and without to mould us into a 
role? In short – identity. Who we are determines 
what we do. What we do determines who we are.

Our identity is an ever-changing product of the 
multi-faceted truths that we believe about our-
selves. It is a collaboration between the outside 
and inside – who we think we are and who others 
perceive us to be – and shifts as each new piece 
of information is given more or less attention. This 
grand process is often tediously normal. Both fans 
of sports teams and fans of musicians dress in 
particular ways and use particular language and 
congregate with particular people in particular 

IDENTITY: 

Who are we (really)?
Who we are determines what  
we do. What we do determines 
who we are. Our identity is an 
ever-changing product of the 
multi-faceted truths that we 
believe about ourselves.
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places. To be a fan is to act like a fan. The stronger 
we identify with other fans, the more likely we are 
to behave just like them.

The strength of this relationship was tested in 
the (in)famous Stanford Prison Experiment by 
psychologist Philip Zimbardo. He took a cohort 
of unremarkable university students and arbitrarily 
assigned them an identity, either as a guard or a 
prisoner in a mock prison. His disturbing findings 
showed that even an arbitrary identity could turn 
people from anti-authoritarian, idealistic young 
students into authoritarian monsters or hopeless 
and compliant victims. It shocked people to see 
normal participants’ behaviour so shaped by their 
role, and that players could become so immersed 
in their role so quickly. Identity most definitely alters 
the way we behave.

Which begs this question: Where does our identity 
in Christ fit into our sense of self and how we think 
we must act? There are many kinds of “Christian” 
culture. There are manners of dress, subsets 
of language, places frequented, styles of music 
and gaggles of people with whom we associate 
and multitudes with whom we do not. But is 

Christianity just a culture? Should it be just one 
of many roles we play? Does it fit into the same 
category as music and sport and education and 
ethnicity and gender and the other parts of our self 
that impact our actions?

Understanding the Christian life in terms of drama, 
identity, role and behaviour can be both scrip-

tural and helpful. Tom Wright developed such an 
understanding as he sought to establish how, 
though the Bible is mainly narrative, it remained 
authoritative. He observed that scripture’s over-
arching narrative mapped well onto the structure 
of ancient dramas. These dramas are presented in 
five acts, where a stable situation is i) introduced, 
ii) disrupted, and iii) becomes chaotic; before iv) 
a climactic resolution, and v) things 
return to stability. 

In the “drama of scrip-
ture” Wright saw a 
similar pattern: i) 
creation, ii) the 
fall, iii) Israel, 
iv) Christ, 
and v) the 
Church. 
God 
creates a 
wonder-
ful and 
stable 
situation, 
which is 
abruptly and 
unexpectedly 
disrupted by the 
act of disobedience 
in eating the forbidden 
fruit, leading to fractured 
relationships between people 
and God, and the frustration of creation. 
The continuing blight of sin in the world is played 
out in conflict within families, between tribes and 
amongst nations. It culminates in Israel’s exile and 
the hope that God will intervene to change people 
and reconcile them to himself. The drama’s climax 
is in the incarnation, life, death, resurrection and 
ascension of God’s son Jesus, who undoes the 
act of disobedience and takes on himself the pen-

Which begs this question: Where 
does our identity in Christ fit into 
our sense of self and how we 
think we must act? There are 
many kinds of “Christian” culture. 
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alty for sin. The final act is set out in two scenes 
comprising the New Testament and the age of the 
Church. Here we see the first fruits of reconcilia-
tion, gathering many nations to form one church 
as Christ’s body. And there are hints as to how 
the drama will end (very well, by the way – read 
Revelation 21-22).

We are in act five, scene two. Four and a half acts 
have taken place, and we have the script. 

The final scene is yet to be played out 
in its entirety, and we do not have 

that script. As actors, we are 
charged with improvising until 

the end. But – and here is 
the important part – we 
must be faithful to what 
has gone before and 
faithful to the hints of 
how the script will 
end. The narrative of 
God’s dealings with 
Israel is authoritative 
for us, not because 
the content of the 

Old Testament applies 
directly to our situation, 

but because it forms the 
bedrock of our own narrative. 

If we ask, “How did I come to be 
part of God’s people, God’s family 

and God’s church?” then the answer is 
a story. You became all of those because of the 

role that Jesus played in your life’s drama. 

But how does that look in the day-to-day drama 
of my own life? That requires some careful think-
ing. Consider friendship. For example, you have a 
friend who is a very good person, but who has no 
faith in God. You want to tell them about your faith, 
but struggle to see how being Christian will really 
help them given how good they are. How can you 

phrase your testimony so that they can identify 
with you? 

Take a step back. Consider the whole story of 
creation, fall, redemption and restoration, and con-
sider where your friend fits into that narrative. They 
are living a life of disrupted peace and due the nat-
ural consequence of the first act of disobedience: 
death. Now remember what Christ did to take that 
consequence on himself, dying their death so they 
might live his life. Remember the end of the story, 
imagine the eternal magnificence of the New Crea-
tion. Sharing our faith is about inviting people to 
recognise the reality of their existence and to enter 
into God’s great drama as faithful players. This is 
a much bigger role than simply telling them about 
what we do and what we think and what we find 
acceptable.

All the world’s a stage, and all the men and women 
merely players. But the story is a good one, and 
the epilogue is eternity. Knowing who we are in this 
narrative informs us of how we should act. Know-
ing how we fit into God’s drama motivates us to 
live as faithful players. So read the script, play the 
part, and I’ll see you at the after-party.

Mike Summerfield  
Otago Staff Worker

Sharing our faith is about inviting 
people to recognise the reality 
of their existence and to enter 
into God’s great drama as faithful 
players. This is a much bigger role 
than simply telling them about 
what we do and what we think 
and what we find acceptable.
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Last year I was asked to give a seminar on a Chris-
tian response to transgenderism. I think Christians 
often respond to hot topics in one of four ways: 

ignore them, adopt the most popular viewpoint, get 
angry and defensive, or engage biblically. I vote for the 
last one!

To engage biblically with this topic, I had to “listen with 
both ears.” That means I had to hear those who un-
derstand and experience gender dysphoria, and I also 
had to hear what the Bible and Christian theology says 
about sexuality and gender. Here’s what I found.

Issues of gender identity and sexuality deal with the 
brain, heart, body and presentation – or how we ex-
press ourselves.

Brain = gender identity (do I see myself as 
male / gender fluid / female?)

Heart = sexual orientation (am I attracted to 
females / both genders / males?)

Body = sexual anatomy (am I biologically 
male / intersex / female?)

Presentation = self expression (do I 
present myself as masculine / fluid or 
outside cultural norms / feminine?) 

Classifications
Transvestite – when someone presents/dresses as 
other than their biological gender. This doesn’t neces-
sarily mean they are transgender.

Gender Dysphoria – the distress experienced by 

IDENTITY & SEXUALITY: 

Blurred lines
From the macro to the micro, identity 
has become more of a construction 
and less of a given. Even with gender, 
social and political authorities prioritise 
one’s feelings over one’s DNA, some-
times advocating medical measures 
that attempt to conform individuals’ 
physical reality to their emotional state. 
In 2015, Statistics New Zealand added 
a “gender diverse” category to “male” 
and “female” for its future descriptive 
work. It calls gender identity a “complex 
issue” that is separate from biological 
sex.

What God has revealed regarding his 
plan for a fallen creation and his pattern 
for our lives informs a Christian view of 
sexual identity. This often clashes with 
a culture that believes we are inher-
ently good, and that freedom comes 
from blurring lines rather than colouring 
boldly inside intricate patterns that have 
been designed by a creator. 

We don’t have the space to discuss 
the theology, psychology and ethics 
of what really has become a complex 
issue. However Rob Morton, Associate 
Pastor at Hastings Baptist Church, has 
drawn a helpful map of the landscape. 
Understanding these definitions, and 
applying a biblical understanding to 
them, may keep us from blindly sharing 
our opinions, criticism or support. 

10  |  canvas winter 2016
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someone whose psychological and emotional 
gender identity (brain) doesn’t match their biologi-
cal sex (body).

Transgender – when brain and body are “in-
congruent” – a wide term that speaks about how 
people might experience and present/express this 
incongruence.

Cisgender – a term for someone whose gender 
identity (brain) and biological sex (body) match up.

Transsexual – someone who believes they are 
born in the “wrong body” and have taken steps 
to deal with this, e.g. transitioning with hormone 
treatment, or sometimes gender re-assignment 
surgery.

Transgenderism is currently a big issue in the 
media. But how common is it? Some statis-
tics outside New Zealand claim:

• 1 in 10,000 = people who experience gender 
dysphoria

• Less than half of those will seek help (most just 
try to quietly “cope”)

• A small percentage of those seek hormone 
therapy and/or surgery

If that is true for us, roughly 400 New Zealanders 
might be transgender. 

How to engage
No one really knows what causes gender 
dysphoria. Most experts agree that it can be a 

difficult and painful struggle. How can Christians 
engage with people from the transgender 
community?

1. Listen. Everybody’s experience and story is 
different. 

2. Be clear on the gospel. Our “good news” is 
not “God accepts people who are struggle-free and 
have figured it all out.” Our good news is about a 
God who meets people where they are and offers a 
fresh start and help to become more like Jesus.

3. Treat people as people, not problems. One 
author said, “Too often Christians can focus almost 
exclusively on the very aspect of the person with 
which we are most uncomfortable!”

Rob Morton  
Associate Pastor,  

Hastings Baptist Church

Helpful books:
Understanding Gender 
Dysphoria  
by Mark Yarhouse (IVP)

Sex and the iWorld  
by Dale Kuehne  
(Baker Publishing)

What Makes Us Human?  
by Mark Meynell (The Good Book Company)
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When everything is  

stripped away
Who am I?

I am no theologian, no psychologist, 
no philosopher. I am no more equipped 

to answer this multi-faceted, complex, dynamic 
question than your average girl next door. But this 
is my experience.

Pretend that I am a house. You are my visitor. 

Your first impression is of framed faces, marked 
maps, scribbled quotes and Bible verses engulfing 
my walls. You trip over the tower of journals on 
the floor, and feel hungry as a chicken rice smell 
wafts in from the kitchen. A Pacific laugh, loud and 
hearty, booms over a piano from the next room. 
You touch the faces on my wall; some are fading.

These smells, sounds, sights – they represent 
my values, beliefs, culture, gender, personality, 
passions, talents and history that make up the 
complex thing I know as myself.

These all hang on the structure of this house. 
The furniture’s placement is determined by the 
spaces and lines, the carpet is cut to its corners, 
my belongings are bathed in colours let in by the 
structure’s windows and its light bulbs. The frame-
work represents my central identity as a Christian. 

It shapes all other aspects of my identity. Christ is 
the light that falls on all other features. What this 
means extends beyond what this little reflection 
can contain. I will share only two thoughts.

Pastor and theologian Dietrich Bonhoeffer wrote, 
“When Christ calls a man, he bids him come and 
die.” What a statement! “Therefore, if anyone is 
in Christ, the new creation has come: the old has 
gone, the new is here!” (2 Corinthians 5:17). Our 
very nature, the fabric of who we are, is made new 
by the Holy Spirit in Christ. Enabled by the Holy 
Spirit, we work out our faith through obedience, 
surrendering to his will. A life-long surrender of our 
hearts, minds, souls and bodies allows our charac-
ter to become more like Christ’s. 

The Christian worldview also shapes the lens 
through which I see and understand reality, and I 
must be faithful both in understanding this world-
view, and in living it out. I should cultivate a grateful, 
worshipful and trusting posture in everyday life (both 
trusting and thinking critically; faith and thinking are 
compatible and indeed helpful to each other).

How should I live this out? As a friendly person, I 
must use this instinct to love and serve others, not 
to glorify myself; God sees my heart. As someone 

12  |  canvas winter 2016



When everything is  

stripped away
with the privilege of education and opportunities, I 
must try to be a good steward, hard-working and 
servant-hearted. As a millennial living with Asian 
parents who have worked themselves out of poor 
origins, and the cultural differences that come out 
of that, I must hold my thought-out values while 
respecting and loving them. As a human within a 
community, I must choose to be defined by love 
and integrity. I must think about my social respon-
sibilities, how to think about and act towards the 
vulnerable. 

This is the distinctive nature of our identity: Christ-
like. We are his in the little things, the big things 
and all the things in between. Paradoxically, in this 
death to ourselves, we become more fully alive. “I 
have come that they may have life, and have it in 
all its fullness” (John 10:10). 

The second thought regards how “belonging” and 
“home” inform our identity. We define ourselves in 
relation to reference points. God loves me. This 
is not some Christian cliché, but a deep truth that 
transforms one’s soul. I am God’s child, made in 
God’s image. I am loved, I am enough. You are 
loved, you are enough. Even when we feel alone, 
we fit in his palm perfectly. Even when we feel 
useless, we know we’re valuable. Even when we 

grow old and no one is left who remembers our 
name, he knows our name. 

His love enables me to love others better. More 
than this, he wants us to love him back! The Crea-
tor of the Universe longs for us to abide in relation-
ship with him. This changes everything! I am and 
always will be working out what it means to know 
and abide in God. 

Even though God’s love is a reality, I struggle with 
feelings of uselessness. I am still working out my 
identity, home and where I belong. But he is my 
foundational and lasting security, value, signifi-
cance and home. All other things change. People 
we love leave, abilities vary, possessions decline, 
reputation and image are fragile, health wanes, 
passions fade, culture shifts. I change. But strip 
everything away, all that could be destroyed in an 
instant, and I am left with the constant, eternal, 
beating heart of my identity: Who I am in Christ. 

Eunice Hiew studied Biomedical Science at the 
University of Auckland, was part of EU 
as a student and currently identifies 
as “pre-employed.” She plans 
to return to university to study 
psychology next year.
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The framework represents 
my central identity as a 
Christian. It shapes all other 
aspects of my identity. Christ 
is the light that falls on all 
other features.
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How we define ourselves is officially a DIY affair. 
From selfies on Instagram to gender reassign-
ment surgery, the constant quest for the perfect 

definition distracts and sometimes undoes us. We 
are an individualistic, subjective lot. Even our nation 
and its relatives are having identity crises: Should 
the New Zealand flag retain a symbol of the British 
Commonwealth, or should it echo national sporting 
symbols? Is Britain really part of Europe, or just a 
cranky neighbour? What will New Zealand become if 
we let certain individuals adopt it as their home too, 
and by what criteria do we extend our welcome? 

Who are we?

We carefully choose the features that we want to 
emphasise based on our own preferences and 
those of the people around us. In an east Auckland 
cul-de-sac in the 1980s, home to a multicultural 
bunch of kids, I was proudly half American. We 
grew up on American TV that offered plenty to 
idolise – the boys wanted to be CHP officers, the 
General Lee was the ultimate automobile, and we 
didn’t know then that Cosby was creepy. Today, as 
presidential punchlines, racial divisions and violence 
waft across the Pacific, I honestly don’t mind when 
people assume that the twang in my accent came 
from Canada.

We take our lot in life and interpret it, and reinter-
pret it, to construct the stories we prefer to tell 

ourselves and others. But each story fits within a 
greater narrative that we have no control over, as 
Mike Summerfield wrote a few pages back. This 
great narrative’s author, whether we have named 
him or not, is the key to our identity. Beyond our 
choices in clothes or music, beyond constraints 
from DNA to human laws, we still have to answer 
this question: Who does God say that I am?

“If we’re made in God’s image, to know ourselves 
we must know and understand something about 
him,” Graham Beynon writes in Mirror Mirror. “Any 
search for identity that doesn’t begin with God 
is bound to fail. […] But all around us people are 
trying to define who they are, what they are worth, 
and what their significance is, on their own. […] 
We look within or around us for answers. If we 
look within, we turn to what we feel or think about 
ourselves. If we look around us, we turn to our 
relationships with other people, our roles in life, our 
possessions or our hobbies or whatever else ap-
peals to us, and we try to find our identity in them. 
And in doing so we ignore the God who made us.” 

Christians emphasise an identity common to 
all people: created in God’s image. In an era 
where we are “defined by our differences,” in the 
words of Os Guinness, Christ’s followers recognise 
a counter-cultural truth that unites people across 
racial, economic and gender lines. This isn’t just 

How to  
be you
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an abstract idea. This identity is the foundation 
for all moral defence of justice, for all opposition 
to discrimination. Since every individual is equally 
God-imaging, we have equal value – no differences 
in race, ability or age can ever change the identical 
sum of every equation.

And we come to know the one whose image 
we bear by meeting him in the person of Jesus. 
One facet of Jesus’ life that never fails to blow my 
mind is that he had to grow up and learn everything 
from scratch, just as we have to grow up and learn 
everything from scratch. We come to understand 
who we are as we find our place in society and 
history, and he came to understand who he was too 
– not just as a carpenter’s son in a Jewish village 
under Roman rule, but in the ancient words of the 
prophets and psalmists who spoke about him. 

He learned that his identity placed him over everyone 
and everything, but he continued to identify with 
his creation. He became one of us, giving up what 
was part of his rightful self. The reason? To gift his 
identity as a royal child to those who believe in him. 

Jesus’ life undermines one of the world’s 
great lies – the one whispering that salvation lies 
in sacrificing everything to create and celebrate a 
self-made identity. Paul tells us, instead, to imitate 
Jesus’ loose hold on his identity: “Think of your-
selves the way Christ Jesus thought of himself. He 

had equal status with God but didn’t think so much 
of himself that he had to cling to the advantages of 
that status […] he set aside the privileges of deity 
and took on the status of a slave, became human! 
[…] He didn’t claim special privileges. Instead, 
he lived a selfless, obedient life and then died a 
selfless, obedient death – and the worst kind of 
death at that – a crucifixion” (Philippians 2:5-8, The 
Message).

Paradoxically, Jesus secured the most dazzling 
identity we’ll ever glimpse by entirely giving it 
up. The same Father who revoked Jesus’ royal 
status has now exalted him, and this is expressed 
through the endless praise of these broken image-
bearers for whom he was rejected. 

Of course we won’t be always be broken, forming 
and reforming identities that clash with reality and 
with each other. We’re becoming both more like him 
and more truly unique as we learn to submit the less 
important to the most important. If our identity is pri-
marily in Christ, then it is not primarily in the cultural 
identifiers that, by nature, we value. I am most true 
to the “real” me when I am least at home in these 
places I’ve been called to play a role.

This year Justin Welby, the Archbishop 
of Canterbury, poignantly expressed the 
transcendence of the Christian’s identity. He was 
blindsided by the discovery that his father was 
not the late Gavin Welby, son of a German Jewish 
immigrant and his mother’s former husband, but 
rather a now-deceased aristocrat. In a column, he 
admitted that he was surprised to find that he is 
not the man who, for 60 years, he thought he was. 
But he maintained that this did not fundamentally 
affect him: “I know that I find who I am in Jesus 
Christ, not in genetics,” he wrote, “and my identity 
in him never changes.”

Maryanne Wardlaw  
Communications Manager

We won’t be always be 
broken, forming and reforming 
identities that clash with reality 
and with each other. We’re 
becoming both more like him 
and more truly unique.
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TSCF hosted the once-in-a-uni-lifetime South Pacific 
Regional Conference during the winter holidays. The 
International Fellowship of Evangelical Students’ 
four-yearly conference gave students and staff an 
opportunity to get to know each other’s contexts 
better, and to pray, learn, and play together. 

Mack Stiles, who has written on evangelism and 
works with students in the Middle East, returned 
for his second stint as conference speaker. The 
newest student representatives for TSCF share 
their perspective on the week.

I was one of the Lincoln University CF students 
who attended SPARC, along with around 150 
other tertiary students. Over the five days we 

met people from many countries and learnt about 
ministry on their campuses and their desire to see 
more students come to know Christ. We heard 
about new ways we could minister to our peers, 
including a bigger understanding of prayer and 
events that cater for non-Christian and Christian 
students alike. We also talked about giving God 
the space to move instead of trying to do things in 
our own power. 

The South Pacific unites
Students and staff dress in national (and other) attire for SPARC’s own mini-Olympics.
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From left: Richard Chin, AFES National Director, and 
Jenny Huang during a mass hongi on the first evening; 
speakers Mack Stiles and TSCF National Director Nigel 
Pollock; students from InterVarsity Hawaii lead worship; 
Auckland staff Jane Pelz and Ateca Rabukawaqa, 
PSFC Fiji Administrator; Lincoln student Benji Barry 
participates in a unique Olympic event; and Ecuadorian 
student Karolyne Saltos and Canterbury student Stella 
Sales say goodbye on the final afternoon.

This and the broad range of workshops affirmed 
our vision. Since returning to campus, I have put a 
greater emphasis on prayer and started a one-on-
one Bible study with a new Christian friend. LUCF 
has started highlighting teaching from SPARC with 
those who did not attend, and we organised an 
evangelism week with several workshops. 

– Michael Bresler

SPARC was my first TSCF conference. It 
was exciting to know that students from 
across the South Pacific and beyond were 

congregating in our back yard. It was an incredible 
experience to meet students for Christ represent-
ing Australia, Fiji, the Solomon Islands, Hawaii, 
Ecuador, Chile and Korea. Every one brought a 
piece of their home country, or “a slice of Heaven,” 
into our midst. Their presence brought a vibrant 

and joyful energy, as Ecuadorians taught us to 
dance the cha-cha and bachata, and Hawaiians 
led us in worship on the pahu and ukulele. Our 
voices joined together to sing “Holy Spirit come” in 
a multitude of languages – all of us, united as one 
family beneath the cross. 

The conversations with students outside of my 
group uplifted my faith. I learned that regardless 
where you are from, being a student for Christ is 
challenging and often uncomfortable. Many strug-
gle with apathy, or finding the boldness to witness 
to their peers. I was encouraged by their determi-
nation to spread the gospel despite the hardships. 

God is using students as Christ’s ambassadors. 
We are blessed with the ability to reach out and 
influence those in our community, as well as with 
the freedom to continue learning and growing. 

– Jenny Huang 

“If anyone had told me that 
I would enjoy a conference 
on evangelism, I would have 
said they were dreaming!
‘Evangelism’ tended to mean an unenjoyable 
event or experience. I was blown away by the 
way it was presented at conference. I came 
away with a whole new understanding of evan-
gelism, one that is practical for everyday life.”

– Jemima Snook, former student representativeStudents and staff from AFES, Australia.
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Palmy is still Palmy. It’s never too hot, never 
too cold. It just is. But even though the 
weather and the city are not that exciting, 

students do a great job making opportunities to 
share Jesus with their friends. 

Our focus this year has been helping students en-
counter Jesus through the Bible. Some of that has 
been through events like OCF’s Christmas in July 
and MUCF’s Sports Night, where we’ve built rela-
tionships with the hope of seeing our friends come 
to know Jesus through what is said about him. 

The weekly Bible studies and discussions have 
also been a place where we have welcomed stu-
dents from all different backgrounds 
and been able to explore who 
this Jesus guy is and why 
he came. 

This year the Palmy 
students have also 
worked hard at 
inviting their friends 
to explore who 
Jesus is through 
the book of Luke. 
This has been 
exciting, both seeing 
students being bold and 
also seeing people come 
to meet Jesus for the first time. 
We’ve also been privileged to have 
Robert Clow working one day a week on campus, 
pictured here in the red jumper. Robert is interning 
with a local church. He has been meeting with 
some non-Christian students on campus; here is 
how he met one of them:

Monday 7:45am 

The temperature hadn’t yet reached double digits, 
but the six of us from the Massey University Chris-
tian Fellowship were handing out hot chocolates 
to the students to make their morning a little more 
bearable. We want to serve and build relationships 

with students, and through these relation-
ships share the good news of Christ. 

That is how I met a Japanese 
exchange student who knew 

very little about Christianity 
but wanted to know more. 
What started as small talk 
about how he is finding 
New Zealand turned to 
Christ and his interest in 
meeting up to read through 

the Bible together. 

Through the time getting to 
know him and reading the Bible 

together, I have learnt that:

1. People are often not against discussing 
religion, though we assume they are. 

People are far more open to discussing Christianity 
if we are on campus with the intention of serving 
and building relationships. Everyone has an opin-
ion on religion, and our role isn’t to argue them 

Growing Palmy connections
“People are far more open 
to discussing Christianity if 
we are on campus with the 
intention of serving and building 
relationships.” 
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into the Kingdom of God. Rather, out of love and 
compassion, we show them the gospel and how 
it has impacted our lives. By just going out and 
connecting, God opens up opportunities for us to 
weave the gospel message into our conversations.

2. Relationships are key to effectively present 
the gospel. 

Everyone has different backgrounds and 
experiences with Christianity. This was especially 
true in the Japanese student’s case. Yes, there 
is one gospel, but there are countless ways 
of presenting it. Regurgitating a prescribed 
message will not work. Getting to know him 
and understanding cultural differences allowed 
me to present the gospel so that he could best 
understand it. I emphasised how Christianity isn’t 
just a Western religion confined to a particular 
culture. Christ is universal. He breaks through 
cultural divides. Being a Christian didn’t require this 

student to forsake his Japanese identity. 

3. Evangelism forces me to know the gospel 
inside and out.

Reading the Bible with a non-Christian is daunt-
ing. I had to define sin, the Trinity, and how Christ 
is fully God and yet fully man. Going through Luke 
with him forced me to understand the gospel in 
all of its complexities and to explain it in ways he 
could understand. 

When we get out of our comfort zone, God grows 
us spiritually. Our time together has been a steep 
learning curve. I am excited about what God has 
planned for MUCF and OCF for the rest of the 
year.

Ian Reid  
Palmerston North Team Leader

Ian Reid and some of the students from Massey Overseas Christian Fellowship.
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Matthew Joils is a Fine Arts student at the 
University of Canterbury who is majoring 
in film. He’s in his fourth year, and recently 

served as president of the Christian Union on 
campus.

This year he picked up two copies of Rongopai, 
the special edition of the gospel of Luke that TSCF 
printed in partnership with the Scripture Union 

and CMS. One of its purposes is to encourage 
students to share this account of Jesus’ life with 
friends – particularly those who’ve never had the 
opportunity to look at it for themselves. So Mat-
thew took up the challenge and asked a uni mate 
to read the little book with him. 

“We ended up sitting over the course of six weeks, 
more or less consecutively on Friday, grabbing a 
coffee for an hour and just chatting through it. And 
it was really cool,” Matthew said. He and Erik, an 
academic agnostic, covered a series of passages 
that specifically address who Jesus is.

“It’s good to get faced with the evidence; he’s still 
thinking things through,” Matthew said. Each of 
them had their assumptions challenged. 

Rongopai’s good news
Students around New 
Zealand are picking up a 
special edition of Luke to 
read with each other

Matthew Joils
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Matthew Joils

Erik found it difficult to think about God as a 
person – “he thought of God as like a force, if he 
thought of God as something,” Matthew said. 
And his own assumptions about how Erik would 
respond turned out to be groundless. “Being in an 
arts context, I expect people to be quite relativistic. 
But he’s quite strong on objectivity,” he said. 

Like many other students who have joined the 
Rongopai initiative, Matthew has been surprised 
to find that friends often have questions about 
Christianity that they are waiting for an opportunity 
to voice. “I often assume that people don’t want 
to know things, but he’s really open and willing 
to think it through,” he said, “so it was really cool 
to go with his questions and kind of explain the 
context.”

The education has been anything but one-way, 
with those questions encouraging Matthew to bet-
ter understand and communicate what he knows. 
They have attended some apologetic-type events 

at church, the most recent of which addressed the 
resurrection. The discussions have also sparked 
questions about the Bible’s historicity, particularly 
early events in Genesis.

“I’m trying to help him think those things through 
as well, which means doing a bit of research – but 
it’s actually quite fun,” Matthew said. “It pushes me 
to learn more.”

Their learning together has spread to involve 
another CU leader and a Muslim-background flat-
mate, as discussions naturally overflow into their 
social lives. Matthew himself first learned about the 
gospel thanks to Christians in his community.

“When I was about 12, a friend’s mum turned 
up on our doorstep and said, ‘You’re coming to 
our house church,’” he said. “Mum wasn’t too 
impressed. I quite enjoyed it, so I kept going and I 
learned about Jesus.”

The Rongopai project has provided a simple and 
powerful invitation for students to learn about 
Jesus. Some groups have been studying Luke for 
more than a year now in order to help students 
gain confidence in the message contained in these 
little paperback accounts of Jesus’ life.

“I feel like I’m just – at the end of my time at uni – 
just beginning to figure out the evangelism thing,” 
Matthew said. “Better late than never.”

“Being in an arts context,  
I expect people to be quite 
relativistic. But he’s quite 
strong on objectivity.”
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Refreshed
If you haven’t stopped by www.tscf.org.nz lately, 
you’ll find our web presence has a fresh face. 
Archives of Canvas are available both as PDF files 
and as individual articles, which (among other 
things) makes sharing them on Facebook possible. 
Details of all the campus groups are easier to find, 
as are profiles of TSCF staff members and informa-
tion about upcoming events. 

Now you can access a growing collection of 
resources, such as videos of conference speakers 
from the past few years. The most recent are Nigel 
Pollock and Mack Stiles from SPARC in July. 

We’ve also added the ability to accept credit card 
donations via the web, and you can set up other 
forms of payment with an online form.

The website is always a work in progress, so as 
with all our communications we’re happy to hear 
your suggestions and feedback.  

Engaged
Evan Lim and Bennie Gow (AOCF) recently got 

engaged. They now reside in Australia.

Kate Street, Lincoln staff worker, is engaged to 
Alex McClelland. 

Born
Jack Matthew 
Rabbidge was 
born in Christch-
urch on 12 June 
to Simon, former 
LUCF and TSCF 
staff worker, and Alice.

Pauline and Matthias Loong, a Canterbury staff 
worker who is currently studying theology in 
Australia, welcomed Josiah Yun on 3 August.

Awarded
Alex Potts, who finished studying at Lincoln 
University in 2014, received a Dairy Manager Merit 
Award from the New Zealand Dairy Industry for the 
Southland and Otago region on 2 April. Alex spent 
several years with the Lincoln Christian Fellowship 
and served as president.
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—Santhosh George |CAREY STUDENT

Graduate Diploma
in Applied Theology

Studying theology at Carey has allowed me to explore 

my faith, learn about God, about people and about 

myself. Theology is so crucial. It gives you the 

God-awareness and self-awareness to invest your 

life in an area that is meaningful and satisfying for 

you. Otherwise you may find yourself climbing the 

wrong ladder.

Come along to our Open Day on 11th October
For more information contact
registrar@carey.ac.nz | 0800 773 776

Santhosh finished his Bachelor of Commerce degree and was 
working in the business world, but felt like he had lost sight 
of the why. Discover yours, come study towards a . . .

Discover
how your faith
intersects with
your vocation.
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