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Reaching students for Christ with TSCF in Auckland, New Zealand

The Final Leg

Thereds only one month | eft of Minty and student
feels like the final leg of the year is really upon us! Over the past few months | have enjoyed spending

time in Christchurch and Lincoln with fellow Minterns, Elaine, Greqg and Nathan as we attended the

Global Reach Weekend run by Canterbury Christian Union. AUTCF and the Evangelical Union from
Auckland Uni went away on a joint retreat to Opononi and preparations for the Student Leadership
Conference (SLC, 16-22 Nov) and the final Minty training week (23-26 Nov) are under way.

AUT Christian Fellowship

At AUTCEF this semester, we finished off our studies in Galatians
and kicked off studying the gospel of Mark at the AUTCF & EU
retreat to Opononi. Unfortunately | was unable to join the crew at
the retreat as it overlapped with my time in Christchurch, but
they were in very capable hands with staffworkers, Elliot
(pictured) and Gillian, looking after the diverse bunch.

Bible studies this semester continued with our usual sessions:
Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays from 4-6pm; just to
make sure that everyone could attend at least one, although we
do have a few AUTCFers attending two or even three a week!
Itds a place where Scripture
ultimately where it defends itself as we all grow in our
understanding of it, our reliance on it and work out how it
impacts our lives.

Please pray for the students as they are preparing for end-of-
year exams, as they are thinking about attending SLC and as a
few of the students have been thinking about stepping up into a
|l eadership role. Pray for Godo6s vision to be r e\
that they will be willing to take on the responsibility.

Evangelical Union

| Across the road at Auckland University, the Evangelical Union
have been studying through the first three chapters of Genesis;

|l ooking at Creation and the Fa
and |l ooking at where we are in
After starting Mark at the Opononi retreat, we also worked
through three of Jesus6 encoun
Jesus interacted with the people that He came across and why

he dealt with them in this way.

The EU guys have also had a couple of movie nights, where we
gather around a projector, DVD, some unhealthy, sugar-filled
snacks and afterwards, we di sc
been great to see members of the group taking the initiative to
organize opportunities for EU to gather together.

Other exciting news: this month Hasini was baptized. It was such

a privilege to be able to be there to witness her baptism and to
hear her testimony. Weob6ve al mo
Big Picture together, with the final chapter and epilogue to go.

|l 6ve said this many times but
““lhave been extremely encouragin
growth of the group (from no members at the beginning of the

2| year to a core group of eight), as well as growth in the individuals
as they have been responding to Scripture and becoming more
confident in it. The four EU leaders paired up and led the last two
| Bible studies of the year. Praise God for them, for their
commitment to the Word and to the group this year, and for
agreeing to continue in their
also been encouraging to see both AUTCF and EU get together
and support and foster growth in each other.

Down to the Mainland!

During the mid-semester break in September, | flew down to
Christchurch to meet up with Elaine and Greg and to attend
the Canterbury CUbs Gl obal Reach Weekend in Wailr
was my first time in the South Island(!) and in between
exploring the city, New Brighton and Lyttleton, we got to see
a bit of how the student groups worked down there. We went
to a couple Bible studies (that both included dinner!), and the
Canterbury CU and | CF camp, focusing on one of
core values: Global Reach. There were guests from OMF,
Woycliffe and Saudi Arabian believers from a local Arabic-
speaking church. With Godds|creation as the br ¢:
backdrop, we heard teaching from the book of Acts,
seminars on cross-cultural mission, Bible translation, social

action, early New Zealand mission, as well as a cross-
cultural missions experience. The weekend challenged us to
think about how God might use us in his global purposes.

After the weekend, Lincoln Mintern, Nathan showed us
around Lincoln University and we were able to get a glimpse
and experience a little of what he does as a job (see picture
to the right). The atmosphere at LU was so different and a
lot more laid back compared with AU and AUT and it was
great to experience the different campuses and different
groups at the other end of the country.

Please Pray

Thank God for:

9 The continuing faithfulness of the student leaders of both
groups.

1 Both a challenging and relaxing time down in
Christchurch and Lincoln.

9 The fellowship of fellow Minterns, even though we are
spread out across NZ.

11 Providing me with support throughout this year.

Pray For:

91 Continued growth through our Minty study and final
assignment.

91 Students sitting exams and finishing the year

9 Wisdom and guidance as | reflect on the year for Minty 3
training, and think through plans for next year.

I want to take this opportunity to thank you for
really been a blessing to see God working through you to support me. And just a reminder that the
Minty year ends on 26th November (for those of you who have set up automatic payments).

For Christ,

y)
(( tscf
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