
The final update from Sueanne Ea   

Reaching students for Christ with TSCF in Auckland, New Zealand  

 The End Of Minty  

Students from all around the country descended on Palm 

Grove Christian Camp in Paraparaumu on 16th November 

for TSCFôs annual Student Leadership Conference. This 

year, Andy Shudall was the main speaker, preaching from 1 

Peter for the main sessions. Andy spoke about savouring our 

salvation that is secured by God, preferring peculiarity as 

people set apart in this world for the next, accepting authority 

and choosing to live as people with responsibility, being 

prepared for and remembering Jesus through our suffering, 

and that we may suffer but no one can truly harm us and no 

one can rob us of Jesus.  

 

I was involved in Track 3ðwhich was specifically designed 

for graduating students and those transitioning into the 

workplace or postgraduate studies next year. As part of this 

track, Sarah and I (fashion graduates and Auckland Minterns 

ó09) were asked to share our thoughts on how the Bible and 

being a Christian related to the fashion industry. I spoke a bit 

about what it might look like for me to be a Christian in a 

fashion workplace, as well as how the Bible could impact 

how I run my own business. I found it really helpful to sit 

down and actually spend some time during our sessions to 

write down what my visions were for the next 4 years. One of 

which is to have a group of creatives meeting up on a regular 

basis, exploring what the Bible says about the creative 

industry and how we can apply this to our jobs. TSCF is 

great in the fact that they continue to support people who are 

no longer ñTertiary Studentsò. What Iôm talking about is their 

graduate ministry: Catalyst. Mark Grace heads up Catalyst 

and is working towards providing those of us in the 

workplace with industry specific resources. There is also a 

Catalyst Conference happening in September next year and 

Iôm praying for a group of creatives (from all around the 

country!) to be presentðplease pray with me! 

Student Leadership Conference  

Minty 3  

Straight after SLC, the 6 Minterns, and Tim (Mothy) 

Hodge boarded the ferry for Picton. Andy and Gina had 

flown there ahead of us to gather supplies and set up 

house. This was our final Minty training retreat, and the 

final time that we would all come together as Minterns! 

After pondering 1 Peter at SLC we moved on to 2 Peter 

at Minty 3. Mothy led us in studying through the three 

chapters. We were reminded of everything that God has 

given us in His grace, and challenged to keep on keeping 

on until Jesus returns. Andy also led a study on Psalm 

92, preparing us for the long-haul.  

 

We also spent time reflecting on what God had done in 

and through us throughout the year; being honest with 

our successes and failures, and being reminded of Godôs 

extraordinary grace. I created a video for my presentation 

and it can be viewed here.  

 

Amidst all the study and reflection, we had brilliant 

weather and were able to go fishing (my first time and I 

caught 2 blue cods!), have an epic adventure in the 

rowboat, and it was so warm that I had my first swim in 

the South Island in the beautiful Marlborough Sounds! It 

was a great way to end our time together as Minterns, 

and I felt rested and relaxed despite the late nights. I said 

on a Facebook status a couple weeks ago that meeting 

up with the Minterns was like meeting up with family, and 

it really was. Although we are spread out around the 

country, thereôs a certain warmth and comfort that exists 

when we come together. It felt like not so long ago that 

we were all at Minty 1, hardly knowing one another. I 

have loved journeying with Sarah, Elaine, Greg, Nathan 

and Phil and will miss them a lot! (Until we have a Minty 

ó09 reunion!) 
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EU had a great representation at SLC with 4 of the members 

attending. During one of the sessions at SLC, the students 

split up into their campus groups for a meeting. During this 

meeting EU worked on the vision for the group and came up 

with:  

Love. Serve. Study. Live.  

Together for Jesus @ Auckland Uni.   

They have selected Bible verses to reflect Godôs vision for 

each of the words; love, serve, study and live; and they have 

incorporated TSCFôs core values of true witness, global 

reach, deep thought and undivided life into the definitions. 

With the vision sorted, they are also wanting to get T-shirts 

printed. Praise God for their leadership of the group and for 

their excitement in seeing the group reestablished and 

flourishing.  

 

Speaking of leadership, EU will be electing new leaders next 

year in April/May so the existing leaders will carry on into next 

year. Certain members have already expressed interest in 

taking up leadership roles next year after being at SLC! I feel 

really proud of them and privileged that God has placed me 

alongside them this year. I am amazed by Godôs work 

through them and their faithfulness to the Word, to their 

campus and to each other. Working at EU this year has been 

a challenge (with itôs lack of existence at the beginning of the 

year) and an immense encouragement (to see God bring 

people along who share His vision for the work that He is 

doing at Auckland University). I will miss them dearly and 

they should expect me to pop in next year! 

Evangelical Union  

Hi there, 

My year as a Mintern is drawing to a close and what a way to finish! Itôs been an amazing two 

weeks away. I spent time in Wellington hanging out with the other Minterns (13-16 Nov) before 

heading to TSCFôs Student Leadership Conference (16-22 Nov) on the Kapiti Coast, and then to 

Picton for our final Minty training retreat (22-26 Nov). As the year is ending Iôm looking forward to 

seeing family and friends overseas and I am excited about what next year will bring (more on 

those things below).  

Please Pray  

Thank God for:  

¶ All the growth, challenges, joy and everything that He 

has thrown at me this year. 

¶ Godôs provision through you all which has seen me 
through the year. 

¶ The new leaders of AUTCF as well as the past 

leaders who have lead so faithfully and are continuing 
to head up other aspects of CF. 

¶ The existence and growth of EU, the committed 

leaders and the journey that I have been on with 
them.  

¶ A challenging time at SLC that saw God envisioning 

me with His plans for the fashion industry 

¶ Amazing Minterns and staff whom I have had the 

privilege of journeying alongside this year.  
 
Pray For:  

¶ The establishment of a Catalyst group for the creative 

industries.  

¶ Safety for the students, staff and me as we are 

spread out all over the world this summer.  

¶ God to use me well as a witness to my family. 

¶ An AUT student to step up to the role of secretary for 

next year. 

¶ The Minterns: that we would stay ñfresh and greenò 
for the long-haul. 

Bye for now and God bless,  

As you might have gathered, this is the final newsletter that I will be sending out (hence the 
length!). Thank you so much for your encouragements, your support, your prayers and for 
partnering with me to proclaim the Gospel on campus in Auckland. I will endeavour to update my 
blog regularly so please feel free to go there for updates (the URL is below).  

Whatôs To Come? 

With Minty ending, itôs time for me to look to next year. My 

parents are kindly sending me to see my family (as I 

missed out on seeing them all last year at my uncleôs 

weddingðexpired passport, short notice) and my best 

friend, Esther! So I will be leaving on 10 December for 

Singapore, 26 December for Cape Town and 10 January 

for Brisbane, arriving back in Auckland on 23 January. Iôm 

planning to catch up on my Bible reading on the long 

flights and during the 4-8hour transits! This will also be the 

first time that I have seen my family since becoming a 

Christian and there will no doubt be questions about what 

I have been up to all year. Please pray that they would 

see God in my responses and in my actions. For many of 

them it will be the first time they have heard the Gospel.  

 

On arriving back in Auckland, I will be attending 

Parachute Music Festival (29 Jan-1 Feb) with TSCF, as 

well as getting my portfolio and CV together and job-

hunting. I will be looking for a job in the fashion industry 

as this is the field in which I studied and it is an industry 

that Iôm passionate about. Having worked through a 

Christian perspective of the fashion industry during SLC, I 

really believe that it is an industry in need of the Gospel 

and my aim is to see Godôs Word revolutionize it. As Iôve 

mentioned before my vision also includes setting up a 

Catalyst group who will meet up regularly to work out 

Godôs agenda for our workplaces and work according to 

that agenda to transform our industries. I find this both 

daunting and exciting and am grateful that God has 

revealed a way in which I can combine my passion and 

my faith. I would love your prayers for this, and if you 

know anyone who is or if you yourself are involved in the 

creative industries, please get in touch!  

The day after I got back from Minty 3, AUTCF held their 

Annual General Meeting (AGM). We reflected on the year-

what went well, what didnôt, and brainstormed some ideas for 

next year. The students also voted in new leaders for next 

year and Iôm really encouraged by those who have stepped 

up into a position. Michael Misomphane is the new president 

and Raymond Tiong is our new treasurer. The position of 

secretary is still to be filled so you can be praying for that :)  

 

With the appointing of the new leaders, we thanked and 

prayed for the leaders who have done amazing jobs this 

yearðeven without a staffworker, and just a Mintern for the 

first semester. Their commitment to the group as well as their 

study is really something that is inspiring to see, especially 

that neither was compromised in glorifying God on campus. 

God will continue to work through them as they are keen to 

head up some new initiatives, such as prayer groups and 

seeker Bible studies. 

 

Iôve also really enjoyed working with Elliot (AUTCFôs 

staffworker; appointed in June). Since coming on board, he 

has challenged the students in raising the bar of the Bible 

studies and continues to challenge us all to think through 

Godôs Word in a way that really impacts our lives and that will 

see us become more Christ-like.  

 

I will miss these guys so much! It was with this group that I 

came to Christ, and it was these guys who have nurtured me 

in my growth so it has been a blessing to be placed with them 

this year! 

AUTCF 

Minterns ó09 wearing their stylish 
TSCF T-shirts. 

My extended family 

Esther the bestie and me 

Working in the fashion studio 
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