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Dear Friends,

It's a good time to write a prayer update - I'm currently semi-immobile as a result of spraining
my ankle during a paintball game on the weekend! Ironically, Jess is seeing sprains on a regular
basis at work at the moment. She’s working in the Orthopaedic Outpatients department (broken
bones).

In God’s goodness, this semester has provided many opportunities to proclaim Christ among
students. Thanks so much for taking the time to read, and pray for us and the work at the
University of Canterbury.

‘Il sodc a Delusion?’ series makes a spl ash

Last term we hosted a public lecture series on the topic ‘Is God a
Delusion?’. This culminated in a week of events on campus, inviting

T PROP s
people to investigate the Christian faith for themselves. = HE-DA"‘Y K HH e
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One initiative during that week was a daily newspaper, which we })SE({.%IS)I?)N"

distributed to students on the way to their lectures in the morning.
Each edition contained an article on the topic of that day’s public talk,
as a creative way of publicising the mission. Surprisingly, we were
confronted by university security as a result of a few unsubstantiated
complaints, and told to leave campus. This was resolved fairly quickly
with their managers, but did raise concerns about freedom of speech.
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The highlight of the week for me was a Question and Answer evening
at BJ Hall. Almost half of the hall turned up. Ben Carswell and I

answered questions for an hour and a half, but many stayed until um[. : -
around 11pm to continue the conversation. I've had some significant Anewspaperdlstrlbuted
conversations with unbelieving students as a result, and one daily during the mission
courageous seeker has come to the hall Bible study. (el iar ealin & Gi1e)

Please pray these students will continue investigating Christ.
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Mission Sparks Public Debate

We had no idea how much discussion this lecture series would generate
around the university. It has highlighted for us the popularity of
atheism and naturalism here at Canterbury. The editor of the student
magazine, Canta, has been quite open, and even wrote a feature length
article reviewing one of the talks we hosted (see right). This term,
Canta has published around 3-4 articles per week on religion and
Christianity. We contributed a few articles, one of which was a response
to the editors feature article.

In our training time, I've been running a course on apologetics -
equipping students to adequately respond to some of the most difficult ppg
questions about Christianity. The broader debate on campus has been a §
great opportunity to discuss these things with Christian students, who

often defend their faith purely on the basis of religious experience. A dissection of Christian Union's
“Is God A Delusion?™ lecture
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Our current series on 2 Timothy has been timely - reminding us that 8
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serving Christ requires discipline, endurance through opposition, anda yagazine di dn’
firm grip on the truth of the gospel. I recently spoke on 2 Timothy 3,  withus!
and 4:1-5.

Please pray that Christian Union will produce godly men and women who respond to
guestions with the grace and truth of the gospel.

Leadership and Mentoring

Let me introduce you to some of our student leaders. The new committee has recently been
elected, and they've already started working well together to encourage evangelism and prayer in
the group. I'm looking forward to working closely with them in seeing Christ proclaimed to all at
Canterbury.

Paul is continuing as student president - I've been impressed by his growth in
leadership, and passion for the scriptures. He's done a great job of
balancing study with many CU commitments, including leading a Bible
study group.

Katie is from Napier, and is in her first year of an Engineering

degree. She beams enthusiasm, and a willingness to serve. Next year,
Katie has a position as Residential Advisor in one of the halls, and will
be looking out for first-year hall students W|th|n CuU.

Chris is finishing his Masters, having returned to university from the workforce. He
-_ recently decided to start a PhD, partly so that he could stick around to do mission
on campus! I love Chris’ gospel-mindedness and encouragement of others.

Click here to meet the rest of the team. Please pra vy for these leaders, that they will pass
on the gospel with patience, and trust in the power of God.

What now?

Over the next month, students are heading into study and exams. During the remainder of the
year I'll be involved in several training events, and fundraising, study, and planning for 2009.

7t-9™" Nov - CU Graduating Students Weekend, Christchurch
13™-15" Nov - CU Leaders Planning Weekend, Hanmer Springs

17™-23" Nov - TSCF Student Leadership Conference, Paraparaumu
28" Nov-3" Dec - IFES South Pacific Regional Training Event,
Canberra.
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Personal

Jess was very fortunate to be accepted into the Anaesthesia Senior House Officer training
program for 2009. Apparently this is a very useful program, and can lead to specialisation in that
area.

It's our one-year anniversary in a few weeks, so we're celebrating by having a break in Hanmer
Springs. I continue to thank God for Jess - it's my greatest joy to be married to her and serve the
Lord Jesus together.

Please pray that we will find time together, and encourage each other in godliness.

Pray that Jes s will be safe while | am away from Christchurch.

In Christ,

Scott (and Jess) Mackay
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